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_Salvador to get new envov.
—-= _— Army medics

CYASHINCTON TIMES STaSF

ano Peter Aimong
tka: T.S. involvement is escalatning,, - -

vesterday named -z new ambassa-,.
«@or 10 El Salvador and.announced !
thaiz battalion-lenel Army.medical .
-amitwill be dispaichedroSan Salva-

;x¥ior X0 treai -civilian “and -military -

scombat casualties &nd 1o Train Sal--
“xagoran medical'personnel.. .- .

- 'The White- House said Reagan

I will nominate Thomas R.Pickering.

51.a career Foreign Service officer

e ——

.now serving as US. ambassadorio-

.. Nigeria, 10 the same post in E) Sal-
" vador, repiacing Deape R. Hinton,
" awho hashad the job since 1981

. Pijckering'sNew-8SSigNIMER! also
:--wax ennuencet oy Secretary of
.. Siate George P<Shuiw ai-z State
- Departmen: news conference in

... which he preised Thomas O.

4
“
i
1
i

. Enders, who is -expected ‘10 be -

replaceé a¢ assistant secretary of
_state for inter-American affairs by
Langhorne *“Tony™ ‘Motley, ambas-
sador 10 Brazil. L
Spoon aiter-Pickering’s
2ppointment. &as announced,
criticism came from some conser-

vatve circles on Capitol Hill, whers

-.=pnpe source sad: “'1f they wani e
.lose the war-hestheguy ... ¢
CiteC wes Dickering's—iack--of
experience in L21in Americe. 2iong
with his involvement iIn earber
administrations in disarmlamen:
and nuclear-test ban negouauons

_resulting in Treanes opposed by

many conservative groups. There
was no indication last night on
whether confirmation of Pick-
. ering’s appointmemwil} be fought
_ in the Senate Foreign Relaoons
- Commineeoronthe Senate fioor. .

(3 Pidies Iy hecotmes he _nominee‘
=with some-

' #for The E! Saispdoriass™

-~ thing of a,clougl;ovzr-his;head*ag'a ‘
" result of "an~epperept Soviel
antempt to discredit him with the

Nijgerian goverornent
_As The

Washington Times
reporied in & series on Soviet forg-

enes on May 23, Pickering was

. ralleged'ma bogusmemo fromz U.S.

: ‘Anformation Agency emplovee 10 be

..-aware of asupposed CL4 assassine-

#U0R- Operanon .against ‘Obafemi

. -Awolowo, .head of the Nigeriap

~—oppostion Unin"Parts. and M.K.O.

T¥sbiola; @ deating dusiness .and

_~political Tigure in Nigerie.

. - - Swate Departmens -officials have
iinked this memo to the Soviei disin-
formapon campaign but the Nige-

‘rian government has formally
.Geclined 10.accept the U.S. explane-
ton and has appointed & special tri-
bunal 10 investigate the marter.

The Pickering appointment
came a5 reporis of new Reagan
administrationactvity concerning
E) Salvador ‘were made public
through the dav at the White House.
State Department and Pentagon.

An administration official told
The Washingtor Times that the
receni change in guerrilla tactics 1o
assassinationand execution of both:
American and E) Salvadoran gov-
ernment soldiers is aimed directly
a1 unsertling the U.S. public.

“They are extremeliy well
acquainted with Arnerican public
opinion.” the source said. ““We think
‘they are trving very hard to draw
the Vietnam analogy.”

The U.S. Army also saié¢ that
more than 100 Green Berets sta-
noned a1 Fort Bragg will trave! 1o
Honduras this month and start &
counterinsurgency training pro-
gram there for about 2,500 Saive-
doran soldiers. .

Maj. John Mevers, an Army
spokesman a1 the Pentagorn. sai¢ &
1,100-man Salvedoran rapid-
reactlion batielion will start
training in mid-June.

The battalion will be followed by
four Salvadoranlightin{antry units
of about 350 men each. Mevers said
the Fort Bragg troops also will train
2 Honduran battalion of
undetermined size.

Ai the daily Wnite House news
briefing. Depury Press Secreiary

Larrv Speakes said. the El Salvador
transier of the medical unii, which
numbers 20 10 25 doctors, nurses
and technicians, *‘in no way con-
flicts with our self-imposed com-
mitmen: w1 hold the number of
(U.S.) military trainers (in El Salve-
gor) 10 55" The current number is
52. he said. ]

Reagar, as he was leaving the
White House 10 spend several davs
&1 Camp David, 1018 reporters the
medical unijt was being assigned 10
El Szivador because, “There is &
rea) need for medical care Gown
there” .

Asked about “those who will sav
that this is & stepping up of our
involvemen:i~ in E) Salvador. Ree-
gan responded, “‘Well, if they say 11,
they will be as wrong as they've

. been on so many other things.

i 1 hearc¢ some Tine ago about

- their problems there. ‘the pres)
den: said. “This is for civilian as
well as . militery casualnes.

- Thereisa greatneed forit.andlam

~ doing this in consujation with the

. Congress” L

Speakes later said that the medi-
ca) unii. about of third of which are
physicians, will leave for El Sa)ya-
gor “shortly™ and will work “‘unaer
the policy direcuion of the TC.S.
Embassy " in San Salvador for about
six months. Unit members are nol
expecied w leave the city and will
not go 10 combat zones. he ;ald,_as
they “help alleviale & bad situation
which is getting worse.” .

“The medical situation in the
country is crigcal,” Speakes saxd,
noting that Salvadoran hospital
facilites are overcrowded and thal
the country has a shortage of medi-
cal equipment and trained person-
nel. Speakes said the administra-
tion &)so is considering &an
emergency package of medical and
health services for El Salvaador.
using funds of the Agency for Inter-
national Development.
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